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promoting trade with the Black Sea and with Macedonia and Thrace.
Thus Peiraievs, the port of Athens, soon became busy, and Athenai
became the great commercial and colonizing city of the ^gean.

Athenai stagnated during Turkish occupation, but has grown rap-
idly since the establishment of Grecian independence. Its population of
approximately 500,000 places it first in size among the cities of the
nation. In part, it is a busy modern city, with up-to-date office buildings
and slums. The reconstructed Parthenon still stands out boldly against

The port of Peiraicvs.  (Courtesy of the  Commercial Museum, Philadelphia, Pa.)

the Attic sky, and, although many of the present Greeks who live within
its shadow know little of its significance or history, it continues to
personify "the glory that was Greece."

PeiraieVwS is still a busy port. Not only does it handle the sea-borne
commerce of Athenai, but it has become the leading entrepot port of
the yEgean. Its commercial importance has increased until it is the
second largest city of Greece. ,

THE GREEK ISLANDS

The Greek Peninsula is bordered on all sides by a large number of
islands. To the west lie the Ionic Islands, while in the JEgean some